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vices of local health authorities to the respective communities will be enhanced.
Finally, the cost of industrial insurance, based on preventive lines, should be far below that of a system providing benefits only after the worker has become ill. The reserve necessary to any system of industrial insurance is, of course, dependent upon the average frequency of illness. If, by preventive measures, we succeed in reducing this frequency, it follows that the reserve, and consequently the cost of the insurance, may be reduced, after proper provision has been made for the cost of the preventive work. We are, therefore, justified in coming to the following conclusions:
1.    Industrial sickness insurance is an economic necessity in modern social evolution.
2.    The basis upon which industrial insurance should rest is the prevention of illness and physical disabilities.
3.    Frequent periodic physical examinations of workers constitute the logical means by which defects and diseases can be detected in their incipiency.
4.    The scope of such examinations should be extended to include home as well as factory conditions.
5.    Industrial   insurance   based   upon   preventive   measures should redound greatly to the benefit of society.
(a)    b}^ reducing the annual loss of time through illness;
(b)    by establishing hygienic standards;
(c)    by  establishing  minimum  hygienic  standards   for  industries ;
(d)    by favoring the enactment of uniform industrial legislation ;
(e)    by increasing the efficiency of local health authorities.
6.    The cost of carrying industrial insurance based on preventive principles should be less than that of present systems
HEALTH INSURANCE '
Whenever a number of people are subjected to a common risk which may entail loss upon them, the insurance principle may be applied if the risk is measurable. Since most of the
1 Address by John A. Lapp, Managing Editor of Modern Medicine, before the industrial section of the National Conference of Social Work, held at Atlantic City in June, 1919.